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Council of Ministers of Education, Canada
Pan-Canadian Assessment Program (PCAP)

PCAP-13 Reading, Mathematics, and Science Assessment (2007)

Teacher Questionnaire

Your school has been selected as one of approximately 1,500 schools in Canada to
participate in PCAP-13. PCAP is an assessment of academic achievement in Canada, and
its results are important for charting the progress of students in the participating provinces
and territories and for shaping curricula and teaching practices.

This questionnaire is addressed to the Language Arts teachers of students who have been
selected to participate in this assessment. Please keep those students in mind when
answering the questions. It asks about your professional background, instructional
practices, the kinds of students you teach, and your attitudes toward the teaching of reading.
Since your school is part of a pan-Canadian sample, your responses are very important in
helping to describe how reading is taught in Canada. It is therefore important that all
questions be answered as carefully and accurately as possible. Please answer the questions
in relation to the 2006—07 school year by checking the box corresponding to your answer.

This questionnaire is confidential when completed. The Council of Ministers of Education,
Canada, will not report any result that will allow you, your students, or your school to be
identified.

Once you have completed this questionnaire, please return it to your PCAP school
coordinator.

Thank you for your time, effort, and thought in
completing this questionnaire.







Section 1: Background Questions

1. Are you male or female?
A 1 SO UUTURURTTT [
FEIMALC. ... et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et ra e e e e e e e —————_ [,
2. Including this year, how many years of teaching experience do you have?
LeSS than 5 YRATS ... .eiiiiieiieeiie ettt ettt ettt et b e ebaeenbaens Iy
S0 10 YOATS ..eeeeeiiieee ettt ettt ettt e e et e e et e e e et e e e et e e e e e nbaeeeeanbaeeeenntaeeeanns [,
L1 £0 15 YOATS ..eeutiieeiiiee ettt ettt ettt e et e et e et estbeesateesbeeeeraee e Ly
16 10 20 YOATS ...uveeeeiiiieeeeiieieeeeeitee e e ettt e e ettt e e e st e e e esabaeeeesntateeeeansaeeeeanbaaeeeasteeeeeannaeeenn [y
MOTE than 21 YEATS .....eeciieiiieiieeiie ettt ettt ettt ettt et e e seaeeteesaaeenbeessseenseesnsaens Cls

3. Which of the following degrees or diplomas do you hold? (Check ALL that apply.)

BA OF @QUIVALEIL....cceiiiiiiie e ettt e e e e nnnee e Lh
BSC 01 @qUIVALENL.....c..eiiiiiiiiee e 1,
BEd or equivalent (e.g., at least one year of teacher training) ............cccceeeeveevveeineennnnns L3
Other bachelor’s dEGIEE.......ccuuiiiiiiiiiiie ettt et (g
IMEEQ ..ottt et h et eat e bt ettt e beeneen Os
Other MASLEI’S AEGICE .....eeveeiuiieiieeiieiie ettt ettt et sate et e e et e sabeebee e g
PhD OF @QUIVAISIL ....ceiiiiiiiiiieiiecie ettt ettt e e e teeesbeeseeesbaesseaens [y
Other degree or diploma ........c...ovuieiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e Cg
NO degree OF dIPIOMA .......oeiviiiiieiieciieie ettt ettt e e be et eebeesseeesbeesaesnsaens Co
4. In your teacher training, did you focus on any subject related to the teaching of

English Language Arts?



Would you consider yourself a specialist in the teaching of English Language Arts,
either by education or by experience in the field?

In the past five years, how many days (or equivalent) of professional development
workshops related to the teaching of reading have you completed?

INODIE.c.e ettt et s e s bt s et e sbe e e s Iy
L 20 2 AAYS ciiiiiieiiiie ettt ettt ettt e et e e et e e e ta e e e taeeebaeeenbaeeenbaeennbeeennreeenns 1,
B0 4 dAYS .ttt ettt e bt et e e be e aa e e bt e nnaeebeenateenreeenne [
S0 8 AAYS eriiiiiiie et et e e e e et e e e tae e etae e e beeeebaeeenreeennes n
O OF TNOTE AAYS ..eeuvieniiieiiieiie ettt et eeete et e et e et e st e eteesabeebeeesbeeseesnseenseesnseeseeenseeseeanne Cls

Approximately what percentage of your total teaching assignment this year is in
English Language Arts?

J ISR T o =0 s DA TR Oy
2090 £0 39Y/0. ettt sttt ettt eas [,
A0 £0 09Y/0. ettt ettt ettt e tte e be e teeebeesnteenbeenaeeens R
TOU0 OF TTIOTE ..ot e et e e e e e et eeeee e e e et e e eeeeee et aanenaseseeeeeaananaereeeeereannnaeneeas Ly

What is the AVERAGE number of students in the English Language Arts classes
you teach this year (total class size even if multi-grade)?

Fewer than 15 STUAENTS ....cc.eeiviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee et Iy
1500 19 STUAENLS et e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeaaeaaaaeeas [,
B A BT (3 1 S [
2510 29 STUAECIIES ..ot e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeeeeeeeaaaaeaeeas o
30 OF TNIOTE STUAEIITS ...eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeennnnenennnnnnns Cls



How many grade levels are in your English Language Arts class or classes?

ONE GIade ONLY...ccoiiiieiieiiecii ettt ettt ettt et e e s e e teesebe e seeesbeesseeensaensneenns
Two grade levels in some or all ClasSes.........covuieiiiiiiieiiieiee e

Three or more grade levels in some or all Classes ........ccceeecveeriieciiiniieciierieeee e,



Section 2: Time Management

1.

3.

How often do you usually assign homework in your English Language Arts classes?

RATELY OF NEVET ...ttt ettt et et esaeeens Oy
Ja N CeA WA 10 eI 0 010 ) 4 L1 o W [y
A TEW TIINIES @ WEEK ..ot e e e et e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e eeaaraaaaaens [
Every or almost €VErY ClASS ......ccouiiiiiiiiiciiecie ettt et eebaens Ly

On average, how many minutes do you expect students to spend PER WEEK on
homework in English Language Arts?

LESS than 30 INIIIULES . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaeaeaaaeaeaaaeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas [h
30 MINULES £0 ONE NOUT <. oo e e e e e e e e eaaeeeeeeeeeaaaaeaeeas 1,
O11€ £O WO HOUTS ..ttt eeeeeeeeeeeeneennen [l
MOTE thAN EWO BOUTS ..o e et e e e e e e et e ae e e e e e e e e eaaraaeaeeas (g

If you assign homework, how often do you do the following?

Rarely
or Sometimes  Often
never
(a) Monitor whether or not the homework
O, O, mA
was completed................ooeiiiil
(b) Correct assignments and provide . . .
feedback to students...................... ! 2 3
(c) Have a class discussion and/or provide
feedback on homework to the whole 0, [, (s
Class. ..o
(d) Have students correct their own o o o
homework inclass........................ ! 2 3
(e) Have students exchange assignments
) 0, O, O,
to mark homework in class...............
(f) Use the homework to contribute
Ly Ll L3

toward students’ marks or grades.......



On average, how many FULL instructional days in a school year are used for the
following activities? (Do not report part days here. Report these under question 5.)

Days
(a) Formal tests or exams when students do not attend regular class
sessions (include marking days)..........cocoeiiiiiiiiiii i,

(b) Field trips or excursions (music, cultural, etc.)............cccoeeiiiaiiin.e
(C) SPOTLS ACHIVIEIES .« . vt entteentt et et et et e et et e e e e eeeae e aaeenn
(d) Charitable EVeNts. ........ouitiit i
(€) School fundraiSing...........couvvuiiiiiiniiiiiie e,

(f) School spirit days, graduations, assemblies, or related student events....
(g) Closings dueto weather.............cooiiiiiiiiiiii e,
(h) Maintenance, mechanical, or related problems................................

(1) Other non-instructional aCtiVIties. ..........vveveneiniiiiiiiiieeea,

On average over a full school year, how many HOURS of your scheduled teaching
time would you estimate is lost because of class cancellations or other losses of whole
class periods (other than whole school days, which should be reported in the
previous question)?

Hours lost:

How often do the following activities happen in your English Language Arts classes?

Rarely
or Sometimes  Often
never
(a) The class is disrupted by noise or
: Ly ) E
disorder..........cooiiiiiiiiii
(b) We lose 5 to 10 minutes because of
other disruptions (e.g., announcements, 0, O, s
VISTES) . vt eteet e
(c) We discuss or do things other than the
Ly Ly 3

topic of the lesson.............cceeeenennne



Section 3: Teacher Assessment Practices

1. In your English Language Arts classes, how often are 13-year-old students assessed
in the following ways, where the results count toward their final mark or grade?

1to2 3to5 About  More than
Never times a times a every once a
year year month month
(a) Provincial/territorial 0, 0, 0, ) )
tests or assessments. ..
(b) District or school-
wide tests or iy Cy (3 A s
assessments............
(c) Teacher-developed o o o o o
classroom tests......... ! 2 3 4 >
(d) Student portfolios..... 0, [, (3 [y s
(e) Stuflent assignments/ O, 0, 0, 0, 2
projects..................
(f) Homework............. O O, s [y s
(g) Other forms of . . . . .
assessment............. ! 2 3 4 3
2. In your English Language Arts classes, do you assign marks for the following

aspects to be used in determining final marks or grades?

Yes No
(a) Attendance............cooeviiiiiiiiiiiii e Y D)
(b) Participation............coveiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, mp O,
(€) Effort......cooiiiiiiii O, O,
(d) Improvement............cooeiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaa, mp O,
() Behaviour..........c.ooiiiiiiiii O, O,



3. To what extent do you use tests containing the following item types in your English
Language Arts classes?

Rarely or Sometimes Often
never
(a) True/false or matching questions...... h P s
(b) Multiple-choice questions.............. h P s
(c) Fill-in-the-blank questions............ 0, [, (s
(d) Short-answer questions (a sentence or
Ly ) 5
EWO) 1ot
(e) Long-answer questions (a paragraph
Ly ) 5
OF TNOTE) wvveeeeeirieeeerieeeeeeireeeeeevneeeens
(f) Essays (one page or more)............... ) [, (s
(g) Presentations, speeches, and other
Ly ) 5

performance-based items.................

Do you use rubrics for the following purposes in your English Language Arts

courses?
Yes No
(a) For helping students understand the assignment at a a
the beginning of instruction.............................. ! z
(b) For guiding students on how to improve their work . .
during an assignment.....................coeeeuiiinnnn. ! 2
(c) For marking assignments or tests....................... ] 0,

Do you give students a copy of the rubrics to guide their work?

S ettt et et e e et s bt e s bt e sbe e e sneeea Iy
N O et et ———————t———————— Dz
Not applicable — I dON’t USE TUDTICS.....cueeruiieiieeiieeiieiieeiee et eite et eiee e aeesreeieeeaeeens [



6. During your university training, how many semester credit courses did you take
that were directly related to student assessment? (Count a full-year course at the
usual three class hours per week as two courses. An Ontario AQ course may be
counted as one course.)

L AOME KIIOW ..o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaeeeeeeereeaaaaeaeeas Oy

INODIC .t et e e et e e et e e e e et e e s e e e e e e e e tare e e e taee e e et s eeeanans )

L 0 2 COUTSES ennneeeene et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ee e e e e eeaeeeeeae e e e eeaeeeeeennaseeennaanaees (3

300 4 COUTSES ..ottt e e e ettt e e e e e et et eeeeee e et e e aeeeeeseaananaaaeseeeeeennanaereeeeerenannaaneeas Ly

S O TT1OTE COUTISES - evnnetnnetneeeeeeee e et e et aeeeaeeeaeseeaeesnretaeeennseenesenneeetnaeenneseeeeeneeeenanes [s
7. In the past five years, how many days (or equivalent) of professional development

workshops have you completed related to student assessment?

INOTDIE .. e e e e e e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e et a e [

L0 2 Y S ittt ettt ettt ettt e et e ab e et e e e nbeenbeenaaeenreeenne )

R (O I G £ TUPPSSRPRP [

5 0T TNOTE AAYS .oeeiieiieiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt e et e et e e be e taeeabeesaeeenseessaeenseesseeenseeenas [y
8. Have you ever participated in a marking session for school board, provincial/

territorial, pan-Canadian, international, or other large-scale assessments?

N O et ettt ettt et ettt — et e et —t——anaaan——. Dl
D ST ) 4 o1 )
Y €S, MOTE THAIN OIICE ...vvvvviiiiiiiieceiiieeee ettt ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e s e e s ssssaataeeeeeeeas [



0. How would you rate your own sKkills in the following assessment tasks?

Not at all Somewhat Very
skilled skilled skilled

(a) Creating multiple-choice tests..... 0, 0, [y
(b) Creating short-answer tests......... 0, O, s
(c) Creating essay testS.................. mp O, s

(d) Creating performance-based tests

or assignments........................ = s s
(e) Creating rubrics..................... mp O, s
Using rubrics for structuring or
® g g o, o, o,

scoring assignments or tests........

(g) Interpreting large-scale
assessment results (such as mp O, s
provincial/territorial assessments)

(h) Interpreting results from your

Ly Ll L3
own classroom assessments.......
(i) Assigning final grades.............. 0, [, (3
10. To what extent do you...
Rarely
or Sometimes Often
never
(a) use computer software to record the
results from classroom-based i O, s

ASSESSIMENTS? e

(b) use computer software to score or
analyze test results (e.g., analyzing y O, s

(c) use specialized materials such as
books or test manuals to help you

interpret results from classroom- = s s
based assessments?.......................
(d) use specialized materials such as
books or test manuals to help you
Ly Ll L3

interpret results from large-scale



11. Do you have access to...

(a) results from the Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA) or the School
Achievement Indicators Program (SAIP), which
provide provincial/territorial results?.................

(b) results from provincial/territorial assessments at the

Yes

No

10



Section 4: Teaching Strategies

1. How much do you emphasize the following “pre-reading” strategies in English
Language Arts classes?

More
N(;t“at A little than a A lot

little
(a) Predicting................ccoiiiiiiiiinn., Ly Ll L Ly
(b) Determining the purpose for reading....... Ly Ly L3 g
(c) Activating prior knowledge................. h [y (s i
(d) Previewing aspects of text .................. 0 O, O3 [y

2. How much do you emphasize the following “during reading” strategies in English
Language Arts classes?
More
N(;t“at A little than a A lot

little
(a) Monitoring for understanding........... Ly ) 3 g
(b) Making connections...................... [ [, (s n
(¢) Determining author’s intention......... [ [, [y [y
(d) Visualizing ................................. Dl Dz D3 D4
() Skimming and scanning.................. Iy ) [s Y

(f) Locating main/key ideas
(e.g., underlining or highlighting for [ O, s [y
key ideas)......ccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii,

(g) Making valid inferences.................. Lh L, L5 Ly
(h) Asking questions.......................... 0, O, (s (g
(1) Analyzing text structures (e.g., O, o, 0, O,

compare/contrast, analogy)..............

11



How much do you emphasize the following “after reading” strategies in English
Language Arts classes?

N(;tllat A little }:\lil;);ea A lot
little

(2) SuMmarizing............coeevuviiieeeineennennnn.. Lh ) L, Ly
(b) Analyzing critically......................ol. [ ) s [y
(c) Determining author’s message................. mp O, s [y
(d) Distinguishing fact from opinion............... [ ) s [y
(e) Determining bias in text........................ mp O, s [y
(f) Re-reading and reflecting....................... [ ) s [y

4. How much do you emphasize the following instructional strategies in English
Language Arts classes?

More
N(;t“at A little than a A lot
little
(a) Reading aloud to students................. Iy Ly L3 Ly
(b) Students reading aloud to the whole
: 0, O, s s
class or in groups.........cceovveveeennnn..
(c) Sllent. reading of teacher-selected O, 0, 0, 0,
material..............o
(d) Sllent. reading of student-selected O, 0, 0, 0,
material..............o
(e) Teaching reading strategies............... L ) Ls Ly
(f) Teaching basic rules of language......... 0 ) Cs Y
(g) Teaching language in context............ L ) L5 Ly
(h) Usmg te)ft research tools (e.g., O, 0, 0, 0,
dictionaries, encyclopedias, Internet)...
(1) Discussion — small group or whole O, 0, 0, 0,
Class. v
(j) Student note-taking........................ Iy ) [s Y
(k) Graphic organizers......................... [ [, L5 i

12



5.

In your English Language Arts classes, how often do you do the following activities?

Rarely Sometimes Often

or never
(a) Re-teaching basic reading skills that
should have been mastered L ) L;
earlier........oooviiiii
(b) Adapting coursework, including texts,
; : [ Ly L3
for learning styles and interests..........
(c) Providing enrichment for advanced
Ly Ll M

TEAACTS. . v vve ettt e,

In your English Language Arts classes, how often do you use the following text
types?

oRrarf:\lrir Sometimes Often
(a) Procedural...................cocoiiininn, Ly ) L3
(b) Informational.............................. O [y (s
(c) Persuasive.........oovviiiiiiiniiiinnnnnn. U (P [y
(d) Narrative ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiannnnn. O [y (s
(€) Poetry.....covvviiiiiiiii [ [y (3
(f) Drama...........coooviiiiiiiiiiieeae, O [y (s

How often do you assign the following student tasks?

Rarely Sometimes Often

or never
(a) Reading to be done outside of p O, O,
ClasS. v
(b) Students’ personal responses to reading
: ) ) [y [ E
selections (in a variety of forms).........
(c) Oral presentations that demonstrate
interpretations of reading Dl [y (s
selections. .......oeveiiiiiiiiiiii
(d) Written reports that demonstrate
understanding of assigned O ) (s
reading.....ccoviiiiiiiii i

13



How do you monitor what your students are reading outside of class? (Check all
that apply.)

() ReAdING LOES ..eoneiieiiieiie e ettt e Iy
(D) INtEreSt INVENTOTIES. ..uvietiieiieieieeiieeieeieeete et e ereeteeebeeseeesebeesseeesseesssesnsaessseenseennns [
(c) Personal conferences with StUAENLS .........cceeeveiiiiiiiieeiiiece e 0
(A)  BOOK CIUDS ..ttt ettt et e e e ensaeenaeenneenes [
(S I 1 s 1< TSP PUUR RPN 0
(f) Idon’t systematically monitor what students are reading ............cccceceeeerverreenenne. Ch

Thinking about gender differences in your English Language Arts classes, to what
extent do you...

More
NOLAC Alitle  thama Aot
little
(a) assign reading materials to boys that 0, 0, O, O,
appeal especially to boys?..........ccccceeueeee.
(b) assign readmg‘materlals to girls that appeal 0, 0, 0, )
especially to girls?........ccoviieiinniiiniinine
(c) select reading materials for both genders a a a a
that appeal especially to boys?.................. ! 2 3 4
(d) select reading materials for both genders a a a a
! : 1 2 3 4
that appeal especially to girls?..................
(e) use different instructional strategies for 0, 0, 0, )

boys and girls?........cccoeviiiiiiiiiiiis

14



Section 5: Special-Needs Students

In your opinion, about how many of the students in your English Language Arts

classes have special needs that require...

M
1to2 3to5 ore
None than 5
students students
students
(a) that you modify the program to meet
these needs (e.g., reduce course [ [y [y [y
EXPeCtations)......cccevvenririeenrieennnne
(b) that you accommodate by giving
more time or changing teaching 0, O, i (g
methods (no change in expectations)
(c) the help of a teaching assistant........ [ [y [ [y
(d) pull-out of students (assignment to a
special class) for reading or English 0, [y (3 [y
Language Arts...........cooevvinvinnn.
(e) special attention to reduce their . o o -
disrupting the rest of the class......... ! 2 3 4
(f) medical attention........................ 0, ) (s Oy
(g) special assistance with speaking,
istening, reading, or writing ...........
2. To what extent do you need to adjust your teaching strategies (lessons, activities) for
the entire class to accommodate special-needs students?
INOE AL ALL ottt et Iy
ATIEELE ottt ettt e nt e ae e bt enteeneenaeeneens )
Y Lo 3 AR o 23 s 1§ 0 (< [
A O e e et —————e e e e et —————————————— [y

15



To what extent do you consider your classes to be enhanced by the presence of
special-needs students?

INOT AL AL e e e e e e et e e e e e e e et aaea e eeeeeeereaanaaaaeeeaenane Lh
ALTIEELE ettt ettt et e e te et e st e neeseenaeenaenaeenaens )
Y Co3 AR o TS s 1§15 0 (R [l
AL LOT e —aaaa e ————————aaeaee e et ————————————————————— (g

About how much of the time in your English Language Arts classes is there an adult
(other than the teacher) present to assist with teaching or to help individual
students?

INOT AT AL et e e e e e et e e e e e e e et aa e aeeeeeeereaanaaeaaeeaerene Lh
Up to one quarter Of the tIMe.........ccoueiiiriiiiiiiniieeeee e [,
Up to one half of the tiMe .......c.coooviiiiiiiiiiiciece et e [l
MOSE OF AL OF The TIMIE ..o e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeearaaaeaeeas (g

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.

16



