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Summer—Polar Bear’s Lean Season
How seasonal changes in ice affect polar bear's abilty to hunt

L. Stagione, Arctic Bear Foundation
6 March, 2013
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PIRLS (Progress in International Reading
Literacy Study) is an assessment of reading
comprehension that has been monitoring

trends in student achievement at five-year
intervals since 2001. PIRLS represents the
worldwide standard for reading comprehension
at Grade 4. As a new extension to PIRLS in
2016, ePIRLS—an innovative assessment of
online reading—makes it possible for countries to
understand how successful they are in preparing
Grade 4 students to read, comprehend, and
interpret online information.

Benefits of Participating in ePIRLS

Participating in ePIRLS provides teachers and students
with an opportunity to be involved with exemplary

tasks related to on-line reading teaching and assessment.
The data from this assessment process can be used by
participating jurisdictions to establish evidence-based
achievement goals for educational improvement relative
to online reading and to monitor progress toward these
goals in a global context. Research using this rich body of
information could be further used to identify initiatives
to improve teaching and learning in reading.
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Québec: Joanne Latourelle — Joanne.Latourelle@education.gouv.qc.ca
Coordonnatrice aux études pancanadiennes et internationales

Newfoundland and Labrador: Ron Smith — RonSmith@gov.nl.ca
Director, Evaluation and Research Division

Progress in International
Reading Literacy
Study

PIRLS and ePIRLS are projects of IEA (International Association for the
Evaluation of Educational Achievement). Headquartered in Amsterdam, IEA
has been conducting international comparative studies of student educational
achievement since 1959. PIRLS and ePIRLS are directed by the TIMSS ¢
PIRLS International Study Center at Boston College.
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The Significance of Online Literacy Internet Browser Window Students search Assessment Window Guides students

for, navigate through, and read content on multiple through the ePIRLS assignment and captures
websites in a simulated Internet environment. student data, such as navigation, responses,
and timestamps.
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2 O Male polar bears are bigger
bears build their own blubber. e ; > than female polar bears
To hunt the seals, polar bears 3 2 ;
need to go out on the sea ice. , - i . Polar bears are the largest
They often rest silently at a seal's ¢ " b bears
breathing hole in the ice, waiting . 4

for a seal in the water to surface. >
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Teacher Now, please go to Panels 2
and 3 of Polar Bear Facts & Photos and
read the information to answer the
following questions:

‘ Teacher Thank you.
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Why do polar bears depend
on sea ice for their survival?

Student

that is where the seals live and
olar Bears Listed as Balding Penguin Gets Custom J g polar bears eat seals
Threatened Wetsuit
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Online Reading Non-linear Online Teacher Avatar Student
Passages By visiting Navigation Multiple Sets the context for Responses
various text panels and tabs and hyperlinks the assessment task, Students answer
pages, students read provide an authentic prompts students with multiple-choice and
content that helps them online reading experience, questions, and keeps the constructed-response

complete their online supplemented by photos student on track during questions about the
assignment. and graphics. the assessment. online texts.




